
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 31 March 2005] 

 p196c-214a 
Ms Dianne Guise; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Martin Whitely; Mr Terry Waldron; Ms Jaye Radisich; Ms Katie 

Hodson-Thomas 

 [1] 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [2.45 pm]:  I was talking earlier about and congratulating the 
Water Corporation for the plan to introduce the reuse of waste water into my electorate.  This coincides with the 
desire to create a distinct horticulture-agriculture precinct in the north east of the electorate.  The fact that the 
plan has gained wide support throughout my electorate indicates that the public is prepared to look outside the 
square to find solutions to the water situation in this state.  Our government is actively looking at a range of 
options and, quite frankly, I am keen to support any number of options that would relieve the pressure on the 
Gnangara mound, as I also believe fervently that it is unfair that the electorate of Wanneroo and the surrounding 
areas of Moore and Swan Hills, which cover the mound, carry such a high load to supply Perth’s drinking water.  
Therefore, I am encouraged that we are looking for other sustainable measures to address the water needs of 
Perth and other areas of the state. 
Another subject that I wish to address is the continuing fight for pay equity for women workers.  I have spoken 
about this issue a number of times now and I will continue to speak about it until I see some action.  Last year 
the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection tabled in the Parliament a report on an inquiry written by 
University of Western Australia research lecturers Dr Trish Todd and Dr Joan Eveline.  That report indicated 
that WA women employed full time earned 22.6 per cent less than their male counterparts, with a gap nationally 
of 15.2 per cent.  This is just untenable.  The report recommended amendments to the Industrial Relations Act 
1979 to establish an equal remuneration section that could provide a level of assessment of undervalue on a 
gender basis, and pay equity audits and other measures to help narrow the gap.  The Minister for Consumer and 
Employment Protection said that the report was the most comprehensive commentary on the pay gap in Western 
Australia.  We must now take the necessary action to address this inequity and to ensure that women’s financial 
independence and career prospects are improved.  I commend the government for this report and for the actions 
it is taking to address this issue.  In this day and age many women in the community are sharing a substantial or, 
indeed, full role in providing for their family’s finances.  There is no excuse for not taking action to improve 
wages and conditions for women and to ensure parity and recognition for equal work. 

Another subject that I will very quickly speak about is the legislation that will be before the house next week; 
that is, for one vote, one value.  I urge all country members and those representing the metropolitan region on the 
other side of the chamber, if they want to read some history about one vote, one value, to look back at some 
speeches of a former member of their own party and former Speaker, George Strickland.  They should read other 
speeches that have been given in this place and study the history of electorates such as Wanneroo.  Members 
opposite should then ask themselves whether it is fair that my constituents have five times less say in who forms 
government than do the constituents in the now Leader of the Opposition’s electorate of Kalgoorlie. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  That is misleading.  Population growth has brought about that disparity. 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  That is the situation that has existed in the past and it will continue to exist until the 
community has an equal vote and an equal say in who forms government.  I have a particular interest in this 
legislation and the rules that govern redistribution.  After eight years, the seat of Wanneroo was finally 
redistributed among the smallest possible population under the current rules.  Before the election on 26 February, 
I became the member of the state metropolitan seat with the largest population.  I want members to consider the 
current situation that exists for electorates such as Wanneroo and the country electorates. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Does your electorate have five times the population of Kalgoorlie? 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  In answer to the interjection from the member for Darling Range, I have some sympathy for 
members who represent the vast electorates of our state, which is why the government is prepared to consider a 
similar electoral system to that in Queensland, which also has vast electorates.  That would provide some parity. 

Finally, I will raise my concerns about what I see occurring in our society.  Thankfully it is not something I see 
every day or necessarily everywhere, and nor is it a reflection upon my electorate.  I have seen an increased level 
of aggression in society and an eking away of parental responsibility.  It is time that we addressed these issues.  
It is disturbing to see and hear the way people address each other.  There is a lack of respect for not only each 
other but also property and society as a whole.  We will be on the slippery slope if we do not hold the ground 
now and take a stand. 

The government has placed emphasis on parenting.  This matter has been articulated in many government 
documents, including the Office of Crime Prevention discussion paper on parental responsibility orders.  As a 
former parent representative, I did not think I would ever be part of a government that would consider 
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introducing parental orders, but it is something that will be given some thought, as indicated by the paper.  The 
government also has invested significantly in professional development and behaviour management in our 
schools.  Schools provide parenting programs and the government provides support to teachers to include those 
programs as part of the curriculum.  Those initiatives include the Positive Parenting and Family Links programs.  
Sadly, although these programs are voluntary, they tend to attract the already converted.  Therefore they are 
attended by the parents who are most likely to be receptive to them.  Many people who need that assistance do 
not attend the programs.  The Early Years strategy aims to improve the wellbeing of our children.  I do not 
believe it is an accident that the communities and service providers who are participating in this strategy have 
identified parenting as a priority area for attention.  Parental information, courses and advice are available.  The 
Parent Link and the Best Beginnings home visiting services are provided to support families to develop and 
strengthen their parenting skills.  They are great programs.  People must be made conscious of the existence of 
these programs and that there is no shame in seeking that support and advice if they need it.  Frankly, I am sick 
of hearing people say to little Johnny that if he misbehaves one more time, they will do X, Y, or Z, but never 
follow through. 

Sadly, a parent, who is a lovely young girl, wanted me to turn a school into a prison because one or two four-
year-olds had worked out how to climb the pre-primary school fence.  That says something about the parenting 
skills experienced by those children.  The school is trying to do the right thing.  People talk about the need for 
consequences to follow certain actions yet the parents say that they cannot do that.  If we cannot teach a four or 
five-year-old child either how to act appropriately or that consequences will follow certain actions, heaven help 
us when they reach 14 or 24 years old, because they will basically be jail bait.  My message to the parents of 
Western Australia and the country is to take a good, strong look at themselves.  They are meant to be in charge.  
They have a responsibility to their children to act as parents.  It is not easy being a parent.  People need a licence 
to drive a car and to do many other things in this state.  Although people do not need a licence to become a 
parent, that does not negate the need for parents to think about the processes involved in being a parent. 

What is the latest reality television show?  I have been at home during the past few Wednesday nights.  It is 
amazing what can be found when one is at home.  The latest reality TV show is called Supernanny.  It is 
unbelievable.  I had to check it out.  It is sad is it not?  What is the key message to parents in that show?  It has a 
serious message, so tune in Australia.  The message is that parents have a responsibility to their children to love 
and to care for them and to bring them up within certain parameters.  Parenting includes discipline.  Yes, parents 
have a responsibility to discipline their children.  Frankly, everybody knows the difference between discipline 
and the old chestnut, physical harm.  Everybody in this place and in this country knows the difference between 
disciplining a child and child abuse: there is a very distinct difference. 

My message to Australian parents is that they have a responsibility to their children and to society to bring up 
their children appropriately.  Parents and children need to know what is the consequence of an action, whether it 
is good, bad or indifferent.  Take note.  What is the other message on Supernanny?  I have covered love, care, 
discipline and the learning of consequences.  It is also about respect.  From what I have seen so far - I might have 
to keep watching it, which is a terrible thought - it is about respect for siblings, friends, property and parents.  It 
is not a new concept.  Why do so many parents today not understand?  Do they feel so disempowered that they 
have lost the ability to be parents? 

I was not a perfect child.  In fact, if my parents were alive, they would attest that I was a teenager from hell.  It is 
a child’s right of passage to give their parents a hard time from time to time.  As children grow up, they want to 
shift the goal posts a bit.  However, added rights come with the mutual respect and trust between a parent and a 
child, and the amount of rope a parent is prepared to give the child.  It is a matter of how long is a piece of rope.  
I am telling parents to grab hold of the rope, because some of them have let go.  They should grab hold of the 
rope and bring up their children with love, care, discipline and respect.  The children might just start showing it 
to the parents and other people in the community.  Why should people put up with bad behaviour?  I do not.  I 
can use bad language as well as the best of them in certain circumstances.  However, appropriate standards apply 
in public.  Appropriate manners and courtesy should be shown to other people.  I do not think we need to put up 
with some of the bad behaviour we are currently seeing around us.  We need to regain the ground before it is too 
late, or we will start tuning in and seeing in Western Australia the sorts of things that are occurring in other 
countries around the world.  The media have a role to play.  Our kids are being desensitised to violence and 
inappropriate behaviour.  Why are we now seeing images of Australian kids who look like they are fighting in 
Beirut?  I did not think that I would ever see that day.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Have you changed your view on drugs?   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Drugs are a problem in our society.  Drug use is also a health issue, which needs to be looked 
at very carefully.   
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Parents are in charge.  Maybe it is a case of who bluffs best wins, so parents had better start learning how to bluff 
better.  Some parents are losing ground, and as a society we are paying for it.  Well, no more.  Parents need to 
regain the ground.  Children deserve the very best from their parents, so that they can take their place as 
confident, caring and participating members of our society.  By and large we live in a good community.  Our 
kids are great.  We can go to our schools to see that.  Kids are tremendous, and they do not necessarily get the 
good rap that they deserve.  A tiny minority cause the trouble, so why should we let them take over?  We need to 
send out the message that we deserve better and that the good kids in our society deserve better.  Those kids need 
to be given the recognition that they deserve and have earned.  That is my last point on that probably 
controversial note.   

I wish to offer my congratulations to the new members on both sides of the house.  Welcome.  I look forward to 
my second term in Parliament and to representing the people of Wanneroo, who so generously supported me in 
the last election with such a good result, and also to representing such a diverse electorate, which I think is 
marvellous and fantastic.   

[Applause.]   

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse) [3.01 pm]:  First, I congratulate you, Mr Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas).  It is 
my first time standing in this chamber and no doubt it is your first time in the Chair.  I congratulate you on your 
recent victory in the new electorate of Capel.  It is an immense honour to me to join this chamber as the member 
for Vasse.  I first thank the electors of that fine part of Western Australia for giving me the privilege and the 
opportunity to represent them in this Parliament.  It is a particular honour to have the opportunity to follow in the 
footsteps of two notable former members for Vasse, the late Sir Stewart Bovell and Mr Barry Blaikie, two men 
with long and distinguished parliamentary careers who made a valuable contribution to, and earned the enduring 
respect of, the communities they represented in this chamber.  I do not lay claim to the stature or respect that was 
earned by either of those former members for Vasse, but they provide me with an excellent example of what one 
should aim for as a local member of Parliament.   

During the recent induction program for new members of this house we received a fascinating presentation on 
the history of this place from the former member for South Perth, Mr Phillip Pendal.  Those members who are 
familiar with Mr Pendal would no doubt be well aware of his proud links with quality Western Australian 
convict stock; namely, his ancestral link to Joseph Buswell, an Englishman from Oxfordshire who was 
transported to Australia in the 1850s.  I am pleased to report to the house that I enter this chamber as the proud 
grandson of a grandson of the same Joseph Buswell.   

I also take this opportunity to thank the terrific group of people who supported me during my election campaign.  
The campaign for the seat of Vasse is over, despite reports in the Press this week.  It was an unusual campaign in 
many respects, and ultimately a close-run affair.  However, the support and enthusiasm of my campaign team 
and their unwavering loyalty to me was never in question.  To them I owe the deepest debt of gratitude.  With 
your indulgence, Mr Acting Speaker, I will place on the public record my sincerest thanks to Sara Ronald, Ric 
Toovey, Kevan Smith, John Reid, John Slee, Trevor Fitzgerald, Sue Wagner, Tony Robinson, Phillipa Reid and 
Murray and Jan Smith for their enthusiastic support over such a long time.  I also acknowledge the love and 
support provided to me in recent years by my family, in particular my wife Margaret and my well-disciplined 
sons, Jacob and Samuel.  Members need to understand one thing: nothing is more important to me than my 
family.  I know that they have sacrificed much to help me get here today.  We are a family that works together.  
We share our tribulations and triumphs together.  At heart, we are an old-fashioned family.  We enjoy nothing 
more than sharing time together and the opportunity to pray together in thanks over a meal.  We are also a family 
that has enjoyed the support, guidance and friendship of our extended families, especially our parents and their 
partners.  I am pleased that after a somewhat long wait, they are in the chamber with us today.   

I am also immensely proud of the area that I have been given the opportunity to represent in this Parliament.  
The seat of Vasse has changed dramatically in recent times and largely now follows the coastline of Geographe 
Bay and includes the major towns of Busselton and Dunsborough and the smaller townships of Yallingup and 
Eagle Bay.  Although the area still includes some fantastic agricultural land, which is farmed by a number of 
long-term farming families, most people in Vasse enjoy an urban lifestyle in our towns or a rural-residential 
lifestyle on some of the larger, more natural lots in both Busselton and Dunsborough.  The people of this area are 
a very interesting mix.  Long-term residents have in recent years been joined by an increasing number of new 
residents, who have been attracted by the lifestyle and opportunities offered in our region.  As a result, the 
expectations and aspirations of the local community are often diverse and are constantly evolving.   

To many in this house, my electorate represents an idyllic holiday region to which people retreat to relax and 
enjoy time away from their busy metropolitan lives, and where they can share our fantastic natural amenities and 
diverse tourism infrastructure.  Vasse is far more than this.  Vasse represents one of the most dynamic, rapidly 
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developing regional areas in Australia.  As many members may be aware, the Shire of Busselton has experienced 
annual population growth of approximately five per cent for many years.  On current trends, there is a reasonable 
expectation that the population of the area will double from its current level of 24 000 people to approximately 
50 000 people in the next 12 years.  This growth presents my community with many challenges and, of course, 
many opportunities.  Indeed, the greatest challenge for our community is in being able to take a proactive role in 
guiding the change process that is occurring in our towns and to make sure that the outcomes that this change 
process delivers reflect the aspirations and goals of the residents of the area.  Failure to achieve this will simply 
result in the community becoming reactive and being forced to accept whatever outcomes the growth process 
delivers.  For years the government of this state has failed to acknowledge the growth that has been occurring in 
the Vasse area.  As a result, a number of pressing issues require significant state government social investment or 
other forms of state assistance.  The people of Vasse elected me in part to make sure that these issues are brought 
to the attention of the government and, indeed, to my own party, and to do all I can to fight on their behalf for a 
better set of local outcomes.   

It is not my intention in the time that I have today to discuss at length specific issues, although there are three 
issues that I wish to touch on.  Busselton is currently served by one high school, which was constructed in the 
1950s for a student population of approximately 700 to 800 students.  The government is in the process of 
planning a new middle school for our area.  Although in the opinion of many this is not part of the best long-term 
solution for the educational needs of our children, it will nonetheless be a welcome investment in the future of 
our children’s education.  However, it must be noted that this is only part of the solution to the provision of 
better education facilities in our area.  Despite the efforts of parents, teachers and staff, our existing high school 
is in sad need of a major upgrade, especially if it is to be transformed into a modern senior campus.  The cries of 
the people of Dunsborough for planning to commence on a middle school also need to be clearly heard by the 
government.  It is interesting to note that Dunsborough is the centre of a large catchment area that will have a 
school-age population approaching 2 500 by 2016, yet the government has not seen fit to begin planning to 
provide new schools to complement the existing primary school, preferring instead to force the students of 
Dunsborough to spend approximately 60 minutes on a bus every day travelling to Busselton and back. 

Our growing region is currently served by a hospital, built in 1978, that is in serious need of either a complete 
replacement or, at the very least, a major overhaul.  The previous health minister promised an upgrade to the 
emergency department during 2001 - an upgrade that we are still waiting for.  Today the residents of my 
electorate and visitors to the region are forced to seek medical attention in a hospital that was built to cater for a 
regional population of 8 000, while the population heads steadily towards 50 000.  We are serviced by a hospital 
in which the government chooses to close the operating theatres for 10 per cent of the year.  I am aware that 
discussions may be occurring outside of the public arena about the long-term future of the hospital, and I would 
caution the government and encourage it to engage the local community in these discussions.  Despite its 
physical shortcomings, a tremendous amount of community pride and ownership is associated with the Busselton 
District Hospital, and any future plans should recognise this. 

The last issue I will touch on is growing support for moves in my electorate to ban the practice of using nets to 
catch fish in Geographe Bay.  The bay is a wonderful local feature, and plays an important role in the lifestyle of 
all the electors of Vasse.  However, the time-honoured practice of catching a feed of fish in the bay is becoming 
increasingly difficult, and it is time for the true value of Geographe Bay as a recreational fishery to be identified, 
and for the destructive and wasteful practice of netting, be it by recreational or commercial fishermen, to be 
brought to a close.  The previous Minister for Fisheries took a bold yet widely applauded step to ban commercial 
crabbing in Geographe Bay.  I look forward to working with my community and with the current minister to 
achieve further positive outcomes for Geographe Bay and the people who use it, both locals and visitors.  

I mentioned earlier that I come into this place as the grandson of the grandson of a convict.  I am also the son of 
a father who, sadly, passed away when I was young.  Members opposite may be interested to know that he was 
as passionate a follower of the Australian Labor Party as could ever be found.  He was a man who would have 
cried in 1969, and would have danced with the rest of the “It’s Time” generation in 1972.  My father was a 
person fired by a passion for many things, and his passion for matters political was something that he embedded 
deep within me as a youngster.  It is a passion that I have carried with me for as long as I can remember.  Of 
course, my own personal disposition, my life experiences and my responsibilities to my family have sent me in 
the direction of a set of personal beliefs that are somewhat divergent from those of my father.  Although I come 
into this chamber firstly to represent the people of Vasse, it is important to understand that I bring with me a set 
of core values that I will defend and advance whenever possible.  These core values, I am proud to say, are 
reflected in the heritage and the beliefs of the Liberal Party.  Although I am extremely disappointed to be sitting 
on this side of the house, I am proud to sit with my fellow conservatives and to represent the Liberal Party in this 
Parliament.  During the months that I spent doorknocking in the Vasse electorate, a number of issues became 
very evident to me.  People feel distant from their elected representatives.  However, of more concern is the fact 
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that they feel disenfranchised by and largely disinterested in the process of government.  People are concerned 
about the erosion of the social structures and social values that they have relied on as points of reference in an 
ever-changing world.  People are seeking security; not necessarily physical security but, importantly, economic 
security and opportunity for themselves and their families.  I am pleased to state, for the record, that I have an 
absolute and unyielding belief in the importance of the traditional family unit as the cornerstone of our social 
structure.  I am concerned by the constant attacks on the relevance and role of the family unit from all sorts of 
people pushing all sorts of social agendas.  I am firmly of the opinion that there is a lack of respect for the 
traditional family unit and the stability and benefits it can provide.  I am sure that, on this side of the house, we 
stand ready to defend and nurture the family unit, not just as the whim of some populist-inspired political jargon, 
but with a true sense of commitment and belief.  

The importance of sustainable economic growth is lost on few.  However, the role of market forces and free 
enterprise in delivering this outcome is often overlooked and at worst ignored.  I recall many politicians - many 
of whom still sit on the government benches - and many social commentators criticising deregulation and the 
process of freeing our states and the Australian economy and exposing it to a more competitive environment.  
Although this process has been far from perfect - especially, it should be said, in some agricultural industries - 
we are currently enjoying one of the most sustained periods of economic prosperity, at a national level, that most 
of us have known, thanks in no small part to these reforms.  Much must still be done to enable Western 
Australian business to successfully compete in both the regional and broader global marketplaces and much must 
be done to encourage small and medium businesses to flourish and reach their full potential.  Business needs the 
reliable provision of core services, such as electricity and water.  I am pleased to note the minister’s 
announcement about the rebate for the loss of power supplies.  There will be a lot of very wealthy people in my 
electorate in the near future, I have no doubt!  Business needs to be freed from the constraints of an overtaxing 
and over-regulated environment, and small business in particular needs to be freed of many of the inhibitors it 
faces in employing people, currently imposed by restrictive state labour laws. 

I am a committed small business operator with a strong tourism background.  Tourism is an industry that stands 
to offer this state a great deal, in particular in regional areas such as the Vasse electorate that I represent.  Sadly, 
this government has done little in the area of tourism over the past four years.  This was highlighted to me 
yesterday by comments made in this house by the new Minister for Tourism, when he proudly boasted that, last 
year, international visitor numbers to this state increased by 2.9 per cent.  The facts are that, in the same period, 
international visitor numbers to Queensland increased by 13.3 per cent, to New South Wales by 10 per cent, and 
to Victoria by 8.7 per cent.  We as a state are, as I am sure we have been for a number of years, losing market 
share in a very valuable international tourism market, and this issue needs to be addressed.   

I have taken some time in recent weeks to review a number of Address-in-Reply speeches, or inaugural 
speeches, given by a variety of members from both sides of the house.  One matter that strikes me continuously 
is the number of members opposite who espouse, through what I consider to be the rose-coloured glasses of the 
utopian socialist, a longing for the great new dawn of the egalitarian state.  I read it over and over again.  
However, the days of the great class war are but a distant memory, and in holding to this belief they have failed 
to acknowledge that, for as long as a God allows people to be born with different skills and different personal 
dispositions, people will achieve different life outcomes.  No matter how much they tinker with social policy or 
choose to empower their comrades in the trade union movement to embark on anticompetitive centralised power 
grabs, those differences will continue to exist.  The focus should not be, as the Labor Party would have us 
believe, on equality of outcome; the focus should indeed be on equality of opportunity.  This has always been 
and will remain at the core of the philosophical difference between us on this side of the house and the 
government.  It is one of the fundamental reasons I stand here proudly today on this side of the house.  

One of the greatest legacies of our political and social system is the set of rights, freedoms and liberties that we 
as individual Australians enjoy.  However, these freedoms and inherent rights associated with the ownership of 
private property are slowly yet surely being eroded.   

The encroachment on our rights and freedoms is in many instances driven by excessive government regulation, 
especially that enacted in the name of the environment and the spread of the socially acceptable or the politically 
correct norm that various groups are trying to continually hoist on a largely unsuspecting public.  Yet, Mr Acting 
Speaker, when challenged by the politically correct you will find that I develop the tendency of a Luddite and 
grasp onto that which is under threat.  Indeed, I continually remind myself and others of the words of the English 
philosopher John Stuart Mill when he wrote in his essay on liberty -  

There is a limit to the legitimate interference of collective opinion with individual independence: and to 
find that limit, and maintain it against encroachment, is as indispensable to a good condition of human 
affairs, as protection against political despotism.  
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These words were written in the 1850s, yet they are as important a reminder to us today as they were then.  

So it is with a passion for these things - the family unit, free market economics, the protection of individual 
liberty, the defence of private property rights along with a strong desire to help the people of Vasse achieve that 
to which they aspire - that brings me to this chamber.   

In closing, I say once again how honoured and proud I am to have the opportunity to represent the people of 
Vasse in this Parliament.  I look forward to building even stronger links with the many communities of interest 
that combine to constitute my electorate and I am sure that with their guidance and encouragement I can make a 
positive contribution serving them as their local member of Parliament and in the service of this Parliament.  
Thank you very much.   

[Applause.]   

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [3.27 pm]:  Mr Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas), I congratulate you on 
your election and all the new members of Parliament.  It has been a pleasure to sit next to the new member for 
Kingsley for the past couple of days; it has refreshed my enthusiasm and made me realise what a great honour it 
is to be a part of this place.  Sometimes, after being a member for a while, that enthusiasm can dim.  Four years 
is not a long time, but we can lose sight of what a great opportunity this is.  The opportunity to represent the 
community in the federal or state Parliament is not a once in a lifetime opportunity; it is a once in every 10 000 
lifetimes opportunity.   

I thank members for their contributions and congratulate the member for Kingsley for a fantastic response to the 
Governor’s address.  The reason for her election by the people of Kingsley is obvious from the quality of her 
response.  I think she is in for a long and successful future representing that electorate.  

The member for Vasse made a good speech and I agree with him 100 per cent that we should aim for equality of 
opportunity rather than equality of outcome.  He might be surprised that my colleagues on this side of the house 
believe that equality of opportunity is what we should aim for rather than equality of outcome.  I think it 
underpins the modern Labor Party.  

I was elected to this Parliament four years ago as the member for Roleystone and now I have been returned as 
the member for Bassendean.  The two electorates are incredibly different.  Bassendean covers about 81 square 
kilometres and the electorate of Roleystone covered about 1 671 square kilometres.  Roleystone was diverse; it 
included urban pockets around Maddington, Beckenham and Kenwick, and outer urban communities such as the 
suburb of Roleystone and some rural and semi-rural areas.  Bassendean is far more urbanised, although I am 
very pleased to say that it contains a substantial portion of the Swan Valley and the attractions therein.  The 
geographical difference is not the only difference between Bassendean and Roleystone.  Roleystone was 
classified as a safe Liberal seat with a margin of seven per cent, whereas Bassendean is categorised as a safe 
Labor seat.  That is in no small part due to the tremendous work of the previous member, Clive Brown.  He made 
an enormous contribution to his electorate, this Parliament and the state.  It is not only very humbling to be 
elected to this place but also I find it quite difficult to follow a man of Clive’s stature.  He was an extraordinary 
minister and made an extraordinary contribution to the development of the state.  He was also an incredibly 
popular and extraordinarily effective local member.  As a result of Clive’s effective representation of the people 
of Bassendean, I have inherited relatively few unattended issues.  I have been inundated with a number of issues 
affecting a small number of constituents.  However, the number of issues that I inherited from Clive are far fewer 
than those I inherited when I became the member for Roleystone.  I am extremely grateful to the electorate of 
Bassendean for placing its trust in me and to the Australian Labor Party.  I in no way wish to diminish that 
gratitude when I confess that on election night I was somewhat envious of the member for Swan Hills at the joint 
function that was held for Bassendean, Midland and Swan Hills electorates.  I had the tremendous satisfaction of 
beating a sitting Liberal member in 2001, and I was elated on that occasion.  I observed the joy and elation that 
the member for Swan Hills felt on election night in February this year.  She not only defeated the sitting Liberal 
member in 2001 but also went on to have her performance vindicated by her electorate in 2005 and retained a 
very marginal seat, which, in essence, probably leans more towards the conservatives than the Labor Party.  I 
could not help but be a little envious of the joy that the member has thoroughly earned.  

The members for Swan Hills, Albany, Collie-Wellington, Geraldton, Riverton, Wanneroo, Joondalup and 
Mandurah, who retained marginal seats for the Labor Party, deserve our congratulations.  Those members feel 
the real heat of politics.  I add to that list the member for Mindarie, who faced a similar prospect to me.  The 
member for Yokine has indicated that I should add him to the list.  With him as a member, his seat was never 
going to be marginal!  The member for Mindarie faced the abolition of his electorate and had to contest a new 
marginal seat and turn it into a Labor electorate.  Congratulations to each of them.  Marginal seat holders really 
feel the heat of politics.  They face the prospect of being sacked by 27 000 people on live television and having 
to accept that outcome with dignity.  
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I saw that happen to the late Jane Gerick when she sought re-election to the federal seat of Canning in the 2001 
election.  She was a friend of mine and a very effective local member who was pipped at the post at that election.  
I think four television networks were at her celebration function in Armadale.  The member for Southern River 
was also there.  Jane had been told by her scrutineers that she was 300 or 400 votes ahead.  In reality, they had 
miscalculated and after having just expressed some cautious confidence about retaining the electorate, she was 
informed that there had been a miscalculation and she was 300 or 400 votes behind and her prospects of 
retaining the electorate were fairly minimal.  Jane took that news in the glare of the national media, managed to 
maintain her composure, appeared on television and pointed out the error, kept her act together, thanked 
everybody in the room and left the function alone with her dignity intact to go home and, presumably, face the 
prospect of unemployment.  She did it with such dignity that I and the member for Southern River were struck 
by her composure.  We both concluded that neither of us would have shown anything approaching that dignity.  
We probably would have broken down and blubbed uncontrollably in front of the cameras.  So I hope that sort of 
defeat never happens to me or the member for Southern River.  

The last four years have provided some very interesting times for me.  It has been a tremendous roller coaster 
ride and I faced some difficult challenges.  I guess the period can be broadly divided into three parts.  The first 
period was from February 2001 to 3 May 2003 when I was the member for Roleystone with the prospect of the 
electorate of Roleystone existing into the future.  My job was pretty clear cut then; namely, to win Roleystone 
for Labor by being the most effective local member I could be.  My world was shot apart on 3 May 2003 when 
the draft boundaries were released and Roleystone was redistributed out of existence.  I was the first Labor 
member for Roleystone, and I had the honour of being the last member for Roleystone after it had been a Liberal 
seat for many years.  It disappeared into five different electorates; that is, 40 per cent went to Kenwick, 30 per 
cent to Serpentine-Jarrahdale, 20 per cent to Darling Range and the remainder went into Armadale and Peel.   

On 3 May 2003, I had to represent the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure at a school bus meeting.  I think 
the member for Wagin was there, and the members for Carine, Avon and Merredin were certainly there with a 
hostile crowd of 300 angry school bus operators who were being worked into a frenzy by Max O’Dea.  I was the 
lone government voice at the meeting, and I had had my electorate abolished that morning.  I got up to address 
the assembly at the end of the meeting, and someone from the audience said, as I was from the government, 
“Why not take him outside and bash him?”  In the mood I was in, I felt like inviting all 300 outside!  
Nevertheless, I persevered.  That period was not a good period following the abolition of the seat of Roleystone.  
My position was in limbo for 14 months.  I still worked very hard as the member for Roleystone.  I worked with 
the new member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale when he was a local councillor.  I congratulate him and will keep a 
close watch on his custodianship of the 9 000 or so of my former electors he inherited.  I had been given a four-
year contract for that job of working hard for Roleystone.  However, political survival had nothing to do with my 
performance as a local member; it depended on my level of support in the Labor Party.  I am far more 
comfortable with external processes and fighting elections against Liberals than I am in organising and 
protecting myself in the pre-selection process.  I will not go into detail.  I spent 14 months in limbo.  I hated it.  I 
did not enjoy that 14 months at all, and if it were not for the support of family and friends and a close-knit circle 
of supporters in the ALP, I do not know how I would have coped.  However, I did.  I survived.  Thanks to the 
support of those people and the Premier, I am still here.  I am extraordinarily grateful to the Premier for the role 
he played in this process.  I am also grateful for the support of a number of people.  I will not name them all, but 
I mention two long-term ALP members with whom I share a unique bond, which is a bit of an in-joke.  I refer to 
Alastair Jones and Geraldine Burgess.  The member for Wanneroo knows what I am talking about.  They are true 
mates.  I appreciate the sacrifice and support they gave me, and they played no small part in my survival.   

After I was preselected as the Labor candidate for Bassendean, we quickly got a campaign team together.  I was 
very fortunate that the then member for Bassendean, Hon Clive Brown, agreed to act as my campaign director.  
He did a fantastic job.  I also had great support from Barbara Inglis, who had been Clive’s electorate officer from 
2001 until about Christmas 2004.  I also thank Matt Scanlon, the president of the Beechboro-Lockridge branch 
of the Labor Party; Greg Peterson, the president of the Bassendean branch; Mark Devlin, Phil Hawkins, Gordon 
Ward and Barbara Whitely, my mother, who did a tremendous amount of work.  I also thank Linda Gordon and 
Frank Lanza, my ever-capable electorate staff who followed me from the Roleystone office, which has been 
inherited by the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I am sure he would agree that it is the worst electorate office 
that has ever been occupied by a member of Parliament.  I was there for four years; I hope the current occupant 
will move on a little more quickly.  Those people became the core of my election campaign team.  I also thank 
Gordon Ward and Nick Evans for their tremendous work on my campaign.   

I will now do something Ted Cunningham was famous for; that is, I will read out a telephone book of people 
who live in the Bassendean electorate and thank them personally for their efforts.  I refer to Carol Siedel, Anne 
Giles, Lawrence and Ailsa Travers - the parents of Ken Travers - Laura Stevens, Ted McGill, Michael Grogan, 
Jim Betti, Joyce Tasma, Helen Clarke, Rick McCracken, Ann Thwaite, Daphne Brosnan, Jim Laffer, Emily 
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Virgona , Matt and Keryn Scanlon, Alan and Judy Butcher, Chris Zammit, Adam Simonette, Ron Warren, Jenny 
Tester, Tom Stankovski, John di Giambattista, Vivienne Woodmansey, Julie Taylor, Jim Phillips, Albert Nhue-
Leong, Winston Burnaby, Yvonne Starr, Fran Ryce, Steve Ryce, Mark and Sandra Meiling, Maggie Thomas, 
Geoff Mitting, Greg Mavromatidis, Joyce Archibald and John Van Hoek, and a special thanks to Ron Ierace and 
Neville Wilcox.  I did not know many of those people well before the campaign, and I still do not know some 
well, but they all put in a tremendous amount of effort for me motivated by our shared commitment to the Labor 
cause.  I thank them enormously from the bottom of my heart for supporting me in my election campaign. 

I inherited relatively few ongoing issues in Bassendean as compared with the situation in Roleystone.  In no 
small part, that was due to the work of Clive Brown and his qualities as the local member.  There have been a 
number of smaller constituent issues, but I will refer to matters that relate to large slabs of the electorate.  One 
such matter is the Pyrton site bordering the Swan River next to Success Hill and near Eden Hill.  This has the 
potential to be a fantastic community asset.  I am not going to make outrageous claims that it will rival Kings 
Park; however, thinking about it on that scale gives an idea of what I am talking about.  The Pyrton site has a 
tremendous potential to be developed as public open space, as parkland to be enjoyed by people who live in the 
metropolitan area, particularly those around Eden Hill, Bassendean, Lockridge and the like.  I will not go into the 
history of the matter, but until 2003 it was the Liberal Party’s preferred site for a minimum-security women’s 
prison.  However, the previous Leader of the Opposition declared that that position had changed two or three 
days before the recent election.  I was pleased to hear that view, and I will be happy to hear a similar undertaking 
from the new Leader of the Opposition.  However, that is irrelevant: with the re-election of the Gallop Labor 
government, the future of Pyrton is secured.  A public draft document is out for comment at the moment that 
proposes that approximately 82 per cent of the Pyrton site be returned to public open space, four per cent be put 
aside for community purposes and 14 per cent be put aside for housing to recoup some of the cost of the 
rehabilitation of the site.  That proposal has been put out for public comment.  The comment period was 
extended from November last year, and finishes today.  The plan is not locked away; the details will change.  
However, the majority of that site will be public open space and be for the benefit of the greater community.  I 
am determined to get Pyrton’s future locked away forever.  I do not want it to be a hangover issue at the next 
election.  I have given it a timeframe of a couple of years.  I realise after a term in government how slowly the 
wheels of government turn.  That is not a criticism; due process must be followed.  A couple of years is a 
reasonable time frame to see Pyrton looking something like it should appear in the future.   

The Kiara bushland site is a small portion of urban bushland adjacent to the new Kiara Police Station.  An aerial 
photograph of the site would show that the surrounding area is heavily urbanised and does not contain much 
urban bushland.  Many local residents are keen to see the site retained, primarily as a bushland site.  A proposal 
has been made for the Beechboro Christian School to relocate there, taking up, I believe, about two hectares of 
an approximately 14-hectare site.  I do not have a firm opinion on whether that is an appropriate use of the site, 
but I am of the opinion that the majority of that site needs to be retained as urban bushland and that it needs to be 
managed by an agency other than Homeswest; that is, an agency specifically assigned to see that site is available 
for passive recreation for local residents.  Perth has wonderful stretches of retained urban bushland.  
Unfortunately, there is not a lot available around that site and the surrounding suburbs.  I would like to see the 
majority of the site retained and used for passive recreation.  Again, we need to look at a time frame similar to 
the one I outlined for the issue involving Pyrton. 

Another issue that has come to my attention is the proportion of Homeswest and public housing in a number of 
suburbs.  For example, I believe that Ashfield has about 22 per cent public housing.  Some Homeswest facilities 
are inappropriately designed; for example, some group housing on Broadway in Bassendean is inappropriately 
designed.  Many of those townhouses that are occupied by Homeswest tenants look inwards on each other, 
which has led to some problems.  I have yet to get my head around all the Homeswest issues, but I am acutely 
aware of them because a number of residents have raised those issues with me.  I need to get further detail and to 
crystallise my thoughts a little, but I am acutely aware of the issues. 

The issue of continuity of senior management positions at Lockridge Primary School is similar to the situation I 
faced with Serpentine Primary School.  The position of principal at Serpentine Primary School had been subject 
to about seven changes in six years, which had had an effect on the quality of education that could be delivered 
there.  I see Lockridge Primary School as facing a similar problem.  The principal, Rod Simeons, is acting in that 
position while the person who holds the substantive position is elsewhere.  I went for a walk around the school 
with Rod.  He pointed out to me some of the unique challenges he faces.  I was impressed by the work he had 
done.  He has been there for only five weeks, yet he is able to walk around the school and recognise the kids and 
remember almost all their names.  I believe 300 to 400 kids attend the school.  Rod was incredibly impressive.  I 
would love to see him stay there, but even if he does not stay there in a senior management position, the school 
needs continuity in those positions.  I have spoken at length about some problems with the former Minister for 
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Education and, indeed, I have corresponded with the Premier about them.  They include the application of merit 
selection processes.  Sometimes kids’ education is disadvantaged and sacrificed because of the principles of 
merit selection.  Although I embrace the principles of merit selection, I would suggest that, when it comes to 
compromising kids’ education, we need more flexibility, particularly in schools like Lockridge Primary School.  
I am really keen to see that, if necessary, exemptions are made so that schools like Lockridge Primary School, 
which have suffered from a lack of continuity, get continuity.  I am certainly attending to that issue.  I am also 
attending to some other infrastructure issues, notably play equipment at Lockridge Primary School and the 
nearby kindergarten.  Those are some of the issues that I have inherited, as it were, from the former member, 
Clive Brown.  Of course, when an electorate has a member of that quality, if there is a solution to a problem, it is 
usually found.  Clive was incredibly successful at doing that.   
Before I finish my first speech as the member for Bassendean, I want to revisit very quickly some issues I raised 
in my inaugural speech in May 2001 and use them as a bit of a check list to see how we have progressed with 
some of those issues.  The issues that I talked about in that speech included one vote, one value; policing in my 
then electorate; road transport issues - notably Jarrahdale Road and William Street, Beckenham; waste disposal; 
land filling in Serpentine-Jarrahdale and the proposal to put in place a solid waste-to-energy recycling facility at 
Maddington; and the Mundijong mineral sands mine and the allied issue of Whitby Falls Hostel.  The other issue 
I discussed at great length in my maiden speech, and on many other occasions during my first four years in this 
place, was that of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.  I want to return briefly to those issues. 
We will have the debate next week on one vote, one value.  Some of the bluff and bluster has already started, but 
the issue is really pretty simple.  It has one underlying principle; that is, people are entitled to an equal say and 
equal democracy.  Frankly, if one person’s vote does not count as much as someone else’s, it is a basic denial of 
that person’s fundamental freedom.  I would suggest it is all about the principle of equality of opportunity, which 
the member for Vasse was talking about earlier on.  We will have that debate later on.  As a member of the 
Labor Party and a Labor member of Parliament, my belief in equality of opportunity and one vote, one value is 
at the core and a fundamental part of what my party stands for.  I am incredibly proud to push on with that 
commitment, which has been on the Labor Party book since 1911.  I congratulate the Attorney General for his 
long-term commitment to this cause.  I believe it is important to be passionate about a cause.  His passion about 
one vote, one value is similar to my passion about getting some proper policy for ADHD.  That is enough said 
about that; we will have the debate next week. 

The member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale talked about policing numbers in his electorate.  He was, of course, 
referring to Mundijong Police Station.  When I became member for Roleystone, Mundijong Police Station had 
two police officers.  It now has six officers.  If the current member can deliver a 200 per cent increase in police 
numbers every four years, he will be doing very well.  That obviously benefited the southern part of my old 
electorate.  Some antisocial and minor criminal activity had occurred in Roleystone itself.  Part of the problem 
was that Armadale Police Station did not have a permanent police officer in charge.  It then got one in the person 
of Senior Sergeant Kim Fergusson, who has subsequently moved on.  He did a fantastic job at Armadale and in 
the greater Armadale area.  He pointed out to me that many of the policing problems in Roleystone were not 
simply as a result of policing, but stemmed from poor urban design.  I am pleased that one of the last things I 
managed to achieve as member for Roleystone was a government commitment of $250 000 to the urban redesign 
of Roleystone town centre to address some of those issues.  That is a little tick against something we have 
achieved. 
The Jarrahdale Road was threatened by B-double trucks.  The Court government had allowed B-double trucks to 
roll up and down Jarrahdale Road.  We got them off Jarrahdale Road, thanks to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure.  William Street, Beckenham was effectively a de facto extension of the Roe Highway.  The Labor 
Party made the promise that it would complete Roe Highway stage 4, taking heavy traffic off William Street by 
31 December 2002.  I caused some concern among my colleagues when I gave a personal undertaking to resign 
if that road was not built.  I was obviously pleased and greatly relieved at the time when the road was opened on 
1 December, some 30 days shy of my having to honour my promise, as were the people of Beckenham who were 
very grateful for the completion of the highway.  Having said that, I was cut a little slack and told that if it had 
been a couple of weeks late, my head would not be called for.  My electorate was so pleased that after eight 
years of Liberal neglect a Labor government had finally committed to and delivered on its promise.  I knew I 
could put my future on the line, because the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure told me it would be done.  
Nobody can better the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure when it comes to trust.  When she says she will 
deliver, she delivers. 
I raised all these issues in my maiden speech.  Probably the biggest local issue I faced was waste disposal and the 
proposal to put a solid waste to energy recycling facility at Maddington.  I will cut short what I intended to say 
about that.  I opposed it not because of any “not in my backyard” promise, but basically because the technology 
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was unproven.  The former Minister for Energy knocked it on the head.  Frankly, we were vindicated when the 
Wollongong SWERF closed.  We were the only government to progress the mineral sands mining issue in its 
long 20-year history.  We gave certainty to the people who live in the proposed mining area and now about half 
of that area has been protected.  We saved the mental hospital facility at Whitby Falls, which had been 
depopulated by the previous government.  It had been home to many residents but only 11 residents remained 
when we came to government.  One resident has sadly died but to my knowledge no other resident has moved 
on.  Some residents have been there for up to 40 years.  I am enormously proud that we saved that facility and 
their home. 

The last issue that I talked about at great length, not only in my maiden speech but also in the past four years, 
was attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and my concerns about misdiagnoses and overprescription of 
amphetamines for its treatment.  Great things have happened.  There has been an end to block authorisation, 
which had resulted in the heaviest prescribers being the least accountable.  Allied to that was the introduction of 
the stimulants monitoring regime, which resulted in all prescribers being equally accountable for the prescription 
of amphetamines, particularly to children.  I am very proud to have been the founding chairman of DFADS, 
which stands for Drug Free Attention Deficit Support.  DFADS is an incorporated association, set up with the 
aim of influencing policies that affect ADHD and providing support to parents and family groups.  We have 
some very good news in the pipeline about some substantial private sector funding for that organisation and I am 
really looking forward to its future. 

Finally, I mention the Education and Health Standing Committee’s report on ADHD.  New members of 
Parliament should get involved in committee work.  It is enormously rewarding and it provides an opportunity to 
influence very important issues in a bipartisan way.  Some great stuff came out of that committee. 

My time is running out.  My four-year contract with the people of Roleystone finished on 26 February.  I would 
like to think I fulfilled that contract up to that date, and on 27 February this year my new contract with the people 
of Bassendean started.  I am looking forward enormously to the challenges and opportunities following on the 
great work done by the former member for Bassendean, Clive Brown.   

[Applause.] 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [3.52 pm]:  It is great to have the opportunity to give an Address-in-Reply 
speech.  I congratulate the government on its re-election and all new members who have been elected.  It is also 
great to see many returning members in this place.  To new members I say that I have enjoyed the maiden 
speeches this week; they have shown that some great quality members have come into the house.  Like every 
organisation or institution - Parliament is no exception - it is good to have new people coming in with new and 
fresh ideas.  It has been quite inspiring for me to listen to many of the speeches this week.  I know how new 
members feel, as I felt the same way four years ago.  It is pretty daunting for a new member at first with so many 
new aspects to learn, but I am sure they will all slip into their positions pretty easily and enjoy the next four 
years. 

I particularly congratulate the National Party’s two new members, the members for Stirling and Greenough.  I 
certainly enjoyed their maiden speeches.  I am sure they will make a great contribution to the Parliament, the 
state and, in particular, the electorates they represent.  I take this opportunity to thank the people of the Wagin 
electorate for their confidence in me and for re-electing me.  I had a good result.  Like most members, I believe I 
worked hard.  I certainly enjoyed the campaign and I enjoyed representing the people in my electorate with the 
cooperation and support I received.  I give the people in my electorate today a commitment that I will continue to 
work as hard as I can to represent their interests, which are many and varied. 

I welcome into my electorate the Shires of Tambellup and Boyup Brook and the east ward of the Shire of 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes.  Having campaigned in those new areas for quite some time, it has been great to get to 
know the key people there, particularly in the east ward of Bridgetown, whom I did not know as well as the key 
people in the Shires of Tambellup and Boyup Brook, with whom I have had quite a lot to do over the years.  It 
was a great thing for me to meet new people and to hear about the issues in those areas.  It has re-enthused me a 
little to have a new area in my electorate and I look forward to representing those areas.   

I thank the members for Collie-Wellington and Warren-Blackwood and the retiring member for Stirling for their 
cooperation as I have taken over those new areas from their old electorates.  I also thank the constituents of the 
Shires of Wandering, Cuballing and Wickepin, whom I have represented in the past four years.  They are 
fantastic small shires, particularly Wandering and Cuballing.  Wickepin is probably a larger area but does not 
have a huge population.  However, they are important and productive regions of the state with fantastic people.  I 
am sad to see them leave my electorate but they have gone into the safe hands of the member for Avon, who has 
represented them before.  I said to him that I just went in to straighten things up for four years and now I have let 
him back in there! 
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Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  No, he will do a wonderful job, as he has always done. 

I really enjoyed my first four years in this Parliament.  I learnt so much.  Before I stood for Parliament I recall 
talking to a great friend of mine, Mr Ian Taylor, who had been the Leader of the Opposition and the Labor Party 
in this state.  Ian and I and have been friends since the early 1980s.  When I decided to stand for Parliament, I 
asked Ian for his advice and recommendations and so on.  He was highly supportive of me.  He said to me that if 
I became a member of Parliament, it would be a great honour and privilege, whatever happened and however 
long I was there.  He said that I would learn so much and enjoy the experience and would be better for it.  He 
was dead right; there is no doubt about that.  I therefore say to all new members that whatever happens down the 
track, enjoy the role because it is an enjoyable role.  I certainly enjoyed my previous role.  I learnt so much in my 
first four years that I now realise how much there was to learn, but while I was learning it was always an exciting 
job.  I certainly enjoyed it and with those four years behind me, I am looking forward very much to my next 
term. 

I want to speak briefly about the Wagin electorate because, as in the central southern and upper great southern 
regions, it is a great part of the state heading down - 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Hear, hear! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes, the member for Murdoch was talking about it earlier.   

The Wagin electorate is a very highly productive region.  It is typical of country Western Australia with hard-
working families, businesses, professionals in different fields, schoolteachers, policemen and everyone else 
making up the community.  Communities are the key in country Western Australia.  Members of Parliament who 
represent country electorates have brought home to them all the time the importance of their communities and 
the people in them.  I guess that is what we are all about, and sometimes we need to reflect on that.  The Wagin 
electorate is also a very progressive and positive area.  It is great to know that excellent rains have fallen across 
the region over Easter, last night and again today.  It is fantastic for the region to have had such a good and 
strong early start to the season.  It will put confidence into business throughout the region and will be of great 
benefit to everyone in the state.  However, I must say that, like other regions of the state, it needs its share of 
equity and fairness from government.  No-one in the Wagin electorate would disagree with me that Wagin has 
not had its fair share in the past four years.  I call on the government to have a look at that issue. 

It was interesting to note that on the opening day of Parliament I sat next to the member for Albany in the 
Legislative Council when the Governor made his speech.  A lot of things were said about Albany, and rightly so.  
Albany is a very important city.  It services the great southern region.  It is a very important port and deserves to 
have good infrastructure and facilities.  However, focus needs to be taken back to the area that Albany services, 
including the inland area.  Albany should not just have part-time attention paid to it so that members are 
provided with a warm and fuzzy feeling when they attend the odd little opening or function.  The focus on those 
areas needs to be ongoing and must be with the consultation of local people who know the requirement of those 
regions.  I believe that at times we waste money trying to do what we think might be the right thing to get a 
quick and easy result, rather than doing the hard yards, putting money into them and directing it at where it is 
really needed.  I will probably talk a little more about that issue. 

I want to talk briefly about the population drift in my area.  It is a big concern to the eastern part of the Wagin 
electorate, particularly as smaller towns east of the Great Southern Highway lose their populations.  There is no 
doubt that that has happened.  Even way back in the early 1980s when I sold real estate and managed the 
southern area for Elders, 80 per cent of the farms sold were bought by people who lived within 50 kilometres of 
the property.  That meant people from the farming industry were leaving the area.  Therefore, the local town 
would lose a pub, followed by a footy team and so on.  I want to put a positive spin on the movement of 
population away from country towns.  I think we might have seen the worst of it in a lot of places, although 
some towns still have some pain to go through.  One thing I have learnt from travelling through Boyup Brook 
and Bridgetown is that those areas are growing.  The population appears to be moving inland.  I met a landowner 
just out of Bridgetown who stood me on a hill on his property and told me that in 1992 he could see just two 
houses from where we were standing and that he could now see 34.  My figures might not be quite right.  The 
population is moving that way.  Many people who want a change in lifestyle, who want to retire or start a new 
business are tending to move to inland areas such as Bridgetown, western Boyup Brook, Boddington and other 
places because they cannot afford to move to the coast.  That is good news for inland Western Australia because 
the population of some towns is beginning to grow. 

The major towns of Narrogin and Katanning are terrific.  I say to the government and to everyone involved that 
more attention must be paid to the regional centres.  We must ensure that they are provided with the necessary 
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services and infrastructure so they can help the smaller surrounding areas that will rely on them more and more.  
That is a fact of life.  I am talking about Medicare offices, which are under the responsibility of the federal 
government.  All those types of towns should have a Medicare office and a Centrelink office.  In Narrogin and 
Katanning, which do not have those offices, the local member and other people tend to do the work involving 
Centrelink.  That must be given consideration. 

I will highlight a few critical areas that need attention and that are a priority for the electorate of Wagin.  I will 
begin by talking about health care.  The Minister for Sport and Recreation should not worry.  I will talk about 
sport too; the minister will not get away from that.  A couple of other members will talk to the minister about it 
too.  Health care is very important in country areas.  I have taken on the role of National Party spokesman on 
health care, which I am looking forward to.  During my first four years as a member I had a lot to do with health 
issues.  I have a particularly strong involvement in health matters in my region.  It is okay for local country 
hospitals to change.  Some of the small hospitals in country Western Australia will have to change.  However, let 
us not throw them to the wolves and close them.  Let us utilise them better.  I am happy to talk the Minister for 
Health about some of the ways in which I think the hospitals can be better utilised to benefit the overall health 
system and take pressure off the city and contribute also to the local community.  People, no matter who they 
are, where they live or what age they are, should have access to reasonable health services. 

People in the Department of Health talk about telehealth and say that people are better off driving 50 or 100 
kilometres into Narrogin etc.  That is probably true in some serious cases.  I was a single parent for three years.  I 
have said in this place before - because I see this happening to people in my electorate all the time - that when a 
parent does not know what is wrong with his little child at 1.00 am, it is great to be able to get to a hospital 
quickly and be reassured by someone that nothing is wrong.  If the parent and child can then get a good night’s 
sleep, the parent will be a better parent and will be provided with the peace of mind that the child is safe.  
Currently that is not an option throughout country Western Australia.  We must make sure that becomes 
possible. 

I refer to consultation with the Department of Health.  The Minister for Health would agree that the matter of the 
Dumbleyung District Memorial Hospital was not handled correctly one and a half or two years ago.  The 
government did not talk to the local people before making changes.  It was not all the fault of the Minister for 
Health.  It was the fault of the people who were in charge of the local region at the time.  The government can 
take country communities with it when it makes decisions.  If the government consults with country 
communities by trying to understand their problems and getting them to work through the problems, results can 
be achieved.  However, if the government rushes in and tells those communities what is to happen, the 
community will put up a brick wall.  The incident at Dumbleyung has been a setback for that community, 
although we have gone some way towards repairing the damage.  It was good that the community stood up to the 
government.  We need communities and local governments to stand with their local member when something is 
being done that is not right and puts the community at risk.  To the minister’s credit, he took that on board and 
the hospital has been kept operative.  I thank him for his cooperation in that matter.  We need to do more of that.  
The government should not just tell people what will happen.  If the government talks to the community, the 
government can take the community with it.  When that happens, it is more likely that the correct result will be 
achieved, although it might not be the result the government originally thought was the correct result.  That is 
really important. 

Members often talk about preventive health.  I am a great believer in preventive health.  I will talk about sport 
and recreation in a minute because that contributes greatly to it.  Well women’s clinics and well men’s clinics 
operate in many country areas.  They are fantastic.  At those clinics, people are diagnosed with the early stages 
of cancer or something else that can be treated, which either prevents them from contracting a terminal illness or 
becoming seriously sick and costing the state a lot of money.  Despite that, the government closed one of these 
clinics in Kojonup.  I talked to the minister about it, but it was closed anyway.  I know of two people’s lives that 
were saved by the well women’s clinic to which I refer.  It was closed to save $3 800 a year.  If one of those two 
ladies had not been diagnosed, what would have been the cost to the health system?  I do not know, but it would 
have been much more than just $3 800.  I will ask the minister to reconsider that decision.  I believe it is a false 
economy to operate that way.  Sometimes old country blokes do not want to go to the hospital or the doctor.  
Their attitude can sometimes be “I’m all right, Jack”.  Other people do not visit a doctor because their father did 
not see a doctor for 40 years.  However, those people now visit the well men’s clinics.  They make an outing of 
it.  They have a bit of a laugh and chide each other.  If one of those men is diagnosed with the early stages of 
prostate cancer, his life could be saved.  Let us not let that slip for the sake of about $3 500.  I think that is 
pathetic. 

I will touch on mental health.  I have hardly started and I am getting wound up.  Mental health is a growing 
problem, as everyone knows.  I will not go into the details of it other than to say that we must put money into it.  
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We should also employ more people in the sector and provide the appropriate resources.  I am concerned about 
people who work in mental health being overworked and I am concerned about their own welfare, let alone their 
trying to do the job for everyone else.  I know people who work in the sector whose health has suffered.  We 
must be very careful about that. 

I refer to drug teams, which I discussed with the former Minister for Health during the cannabis debate.  Under 
the new cannabis laws people can receive education by a drug team rather than pay a fine.  The problem in our 
area is that the drug teams are located at Bunbury, Northam and Albany and the people who live at Harrismith, 
Newdegate or Lake Grace cannot access those centres.  I was told that they would be able to.  I have spoken with 
the drug team from Bunbury and I know what is happening.  They are loyal to the Department of Health, but I 
know that they cannot do their job properly.  We should consider locating those drug teams, or a couple of its 
members, to the major regional towns, including Katanning, Narrogin, Merredin and Moora.  That is essential 
because drugs are a problem. 

I will refer now to power.  Power has been a big issue across my electorate.  There have been many problems 
with it, and we all know what they are.  I call on the new minister to understand the problems and make some 
hard decisions.  Money must be spent on upgrading the network for a number of reasons.  The National Party 
wanted to commit $50 million a year to the network over a 10-year period.  That needs to happen for a couple of 
reasons.  One of the biggest inhibitors to the growth of industry and business in my region is the lack of power.  
We cannot get a reliable supply of power.  In many cases we cannot get a supply at all; and, when we can get a 
supply, businesses must often install generators to provide backup because of the continual power outages.  This 
is something for which both sides of politics have been responsible over the years.  However, it does no good to 
keep blaming one another.  It is now time to take action to fix it.  I hope that the new minister will take that on 
board.  Some of the Western Power profit needs to be put back into the system.   

The other point I will discuss is the danger associated with the power supply.  We have heard about the fires in 
Tenterden and Bridgetown.  In the past year in my electorate there were major fires in Kukerin and Badgebup.  
A big fencing day was held in Kukerin yesterday, where the whole community and people from outside the 
community came together to re-fence all the affected farms.  It was a disastrous fire.  Luckily, no-one was killed, 
or badly injured, although there were a couple of injuries and some people suffered burns.  The member for 
Merredin and I visited the area the next day.  To the credit of the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry and the 
Minister for Energy, they came down on the Saturday and saw the damage for themselves, and they put in place 
some short-term help, for which we were most grateful.  The problem is that they are the fires that we know 
about and that went on to be really dangerous.  In the little Shire of Broomhill, about six or seven fires were 
started as a result of power faults in about three days.  Luckily, none of those developed into major fires.  
Between Darkan and Arthur River there were two fires.  I will not go through the list of them all.  I have a list in 
my office.  There is an ongoing dangerous fire situation in the wheatbelt in summer because of the state of 
Western Power’s infrastructure.  We should do something about that, because it is certainly needed.  I will say 
one thing while I am on the subject of fires.  It is an amazing fact that when a crisis hits a community, the best is 
brought out of those communities.  The overwhelming response to the fires at Kukerin meant that, in the end, the 
community had to say that it could not cope with any more help.  That restores one’s faith in human nature.  It 
was fantastic for me to see how our communities responded.  

I will briefly touch on some sporting issues.  I will run out of time and will not be able to cover everything.  The 
minister is in the chamber.  I want to talk about sport and recreation because it is one of the areas that was not 
spoken about a great deal during my first four years in this Parliament.  It did not seem to be a major point.  Even 
in my own party at one stage there were people who did not think it was important.  We greatly underestimate 
the huge value of sport and recreation to our community.  When I was criticised by a certain person about 
wanting to cover sport and recreation, I asked him what he had done on the previous weekend.  When he went 
through what he had done in the past week, he found that he had spent about five days of the week going to 
sporting events with his kids, grandkids and everything.  My point is that it is part of our lives.  We could also 
talk about the money that we must spend on health services.  I was listening to a radio program this morning 
during which a doctor spoke about preventive health.  We need people to get active.  That does not mean that 
people must play competitive sport.  At the sport and recreation conference last year, extreme sports and lots of 
other sports were discussed.  People such as me who do not now play much competitive sport can go swimming 
or walking to keep fit.  Sport is a great form of relaxation, but that is not the only benefit from playing sport.  
Sport provides people with an opportunity to get rid of a bit of built-up emotion.  Sometimes we see things on 
the footy field or hear people yell things in the crowd.  By doing that, people are getting rid of things that have 
built up during the week, whether through their jobs, as a result of their stressful lives, or because of family 
issues or whatever.  It is important.  That is why the bloke at the footy or hockey who yells at the referee or at the 
bloke barracking for the other team is not doing a bad thing.  Sport and recreation is very important and more 
money needs to be provided to that area.   
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Mr P.B. Watson interjected 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes, the guy who comes and drags me.  There was one thing in particular that I would 
have wanted to do had the coalition gotten into government.  The Western Australian Institute of Sport does a 
fantastic job, but I think it should be funded from consolidated revenue.  That would free up the Lotterywest 
money that WAIS currently receives, which could then go to other sports.  That could be done over three or four 
years.  I am offering to the minister my idea for a program that I think would be really good.  I have discussed it 
with people at WAIS.  I think they would welcome it.  We could then fund other sports.  I am sure the minister 
would like to do that, but he must win the battle in his cabinet room.  I urge the minister to fight hard on that, 
because it is important.  More money is needed for more sports across the board.  The minister will have my 
support on that.  I am sure that he would also get support from the members for Murdoch and South Perth and 
others who are vitally interested in sport.  Sport transcends most things, so let us go for it!   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You may be able to start a new faction here, member.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes!  I will mention the work of the police, because as members of Parliament we get to 
work very closely with the police.  I have worked closely with the police in my area.  I did not know a lot about 
police work before becoming a member of Parliament, but I have learnt a lot over the past four years.  I 
congratulate the police in my region.  I am sure that 98 per cent of our police officers are fantastic.  Every now 
and then we get a couple of bad police officers, but that is life; that is society.  The role of the police is very 
important.  We need more police in my area; however, I know that that is not easy.  I do not think it is right that 
in this day and age a town such as Darkan does not have a police presence.  The police visit from Williams 
occasionally, but a place like Darkan needs a policeman.  The public is generally supportive of our police.  Last 
year the National Party toured the police stations in country areas.  I was interested to hear in the Governor’s 
address that the government is planning to build more police stations, because that did not happen during the past 
four years.  The building of new police stations and the upgrading of existing stations needs to occur.  Many of 
the police officers who work in country WA are married men with two or three children.  We ask them to live in 
houses in which you cannot swing a cat.  The office of the sergeant in charge of Williams Police Station is the 
old store shed where the safe was.  That is not good enough.  I have spoken to the Minister for Police about 
police cells.  The police stations in our major regional towns need cells in which prisoners can be held overnight.  
At the moment they do not have such cells.  Prisoners cannot be kept in those towns, so they must be transported 
to Albany or Perth.  Two police officers are required for that.  If someone with a mental problem were at the 
hospital, another two police officers would be tied up in dealing with that situation.  Such things happen.  There 
are not many police officers in our smaller towns.  If something then happened at Kukerin, for example, another 
two police officers would have to go there from Narrogin.  These areas do not have the number of police that 
they need.  More police officers are needed to help the local police in those areas handle those situations.  The 
government has spoken about more police coming on board.  It is okay to have more police, but the issue is 
where they are placed.  The government should not forget country areas.   

I will mention road safety.  It is a real tragedy that we are losing far too many of our young people in country 
WA, particularly those between the ages of 17 and 25.  That has happened already this year.  The tragedy is felt 
not only in the loss of life, but also in the severe injuries that people receive and in the ongoing pain and 
suffering that families experience.  Country people need to take more responsibility.  I am happy to work with 
anyone to try to improve road safety.  I congratulate the Kojonup Rotary Club and the police in Katanning and 
Kojonup who, over the past two years, have run advanced driver training courses for people who have passed 
their drivers’ licence tests in the shire.  The Rotary club of Kojonup puts up the first $100 to help meet the cost 
of people attending the advanced driver training course, and the police organise the course.  That is fantastic.  It 
is not the be-all and end-all, because road safety is a culmination of a lot of things - good roads, good training 
etc.  I congratulate them on that.  We need to do more of that.  We also need to look at how we train kids to 
drive.  A chap from the eastern states who is involved in the national road safety strategy said on the radio that 
kids who were learning to drive were asked what was the most important thing that they were being taught.  
They responded that the most important thing was learning to back up a laneway.  What is the most important 
thing that pilots are taught?   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  To fly backwards?   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is why people say that you should never sit in the front of a plane, because planes 
do not back into mountains!  Pilots are taught emergency drills.  They are constantly taught about emergencies 
that may never happen.  However, we do not teach our kids to deal with emergencies.  We do not teach them 
what to do if they drive off the edge of a bitumen road.  We need to be a bit more proactive in that area.  I have 
become a bit sidetracked, but it has been good to get up and talk about it.   
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I am proud about a couple of things that have happened in my electorate over the past four years, particularly the 
going ahead of the Narrogin oil mallee plant.  It is fantastic to see that plant operating.  The Smarter Flow Group 
of Katanning has developed a pump for getting fluoride and chlorine into town water supplies, which is going 
fantastically well.  The company should be congratulated.  We have had some success is attracting industry into 
our region, with new feedlots coming into Narrogin, new hay projects, and some smaller businesses moving into 
our towns.  We are seeing businesses having to relocate from Perth to the country, but no assistance is provided 
for those businesses.  They must relocate because they are built out in the city, or their horse-feed business can 
no longer be carried on in Bayswater or Balcatta because of the population closing in.  They must move out to 
the country to conduct their business, but there is no assistance.  That assistance should be provided.  

I will comment briefly on education, which is so important in country Western Australia.  I congratulate 
Narrogin Senior High School and Katanning Senior High School for their excellent results and the way they are 
progressing, and Narrogin Agricultural College for the great job it does.  The Beazley Medal winner in 2004 was 
Lachlan Patterson from Narrogin Agricultural College.  Another aspect of education, away from the main 
drawer, is the school chaplaincy program.  The school chaplain from Katanning won a major award for his work 
this year.  School chaplaincy is a wonderful thing.  Another program that emanated from my area is called Smart 
Start.  It is about learning about children before they get to school, and it started at Broomehill and is now is 
spreading across the state.  It is a fantastic effort from such a small area.  

Before I finish I wish Russell Gooley the best of luck.  He is from Narrogin and is one of the final six contestants 
on The X Factor on television.  Russell is a recreation manager at the swimming pool in Narrogin.  He is a 
fantastic bloke and plays football for the local team.  He has done a wonderful job and has been an inspiration to 
many young kids around the area.  We may not think it is such a big thing, but it is a big thing for those 
youngsters, as it gives them something to look up to.   

I thank members for the past four years in this house; it has been great.  I also thank my electorate, and I will 
close by thanking my electorate officer for the past four years, Jill Sounness, who has been a wonderful support 
to me and is now here working for the National Party at Parliament House.  I thank her for her great support over 
the past four years.  We made a good team, and I am sure she will be a great asset to this Parliament and to 
everyone who works in this building. 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [4.22 pm]:  It gave me great pleasure to stand here and give my inaugural 
speech in May 2001, and it gives me great pleasure to be here again in 2005.  On Antony Green’s figures, the 
margin for Swan Hills before the election was about 0.3 per cent.  I beg to differ with Antony Green, because I 
think the real margin for Swan Hills was about minus three per cent.  I know many people anticipated that I 
would not be here again to have the privilege of speaking to the Parliament on behalf of the people of Swan 
Hills, but I am particularly appreciative of the support demonstrated by the people of Swan Hills, and happy to 
be able to continue in this role for the next four years and, hopefully, beyond that. 

Many people assisted me in the long and arduous campaign in a highly marginal seat, and I take the opportunity 
to thank them today.  In particular, I thank Hon Nick Griffiths and Hon Louise Pratt for the support they gave me 
during the long process.  I also acknowledge the support of Vince Catania, soon to be Hon Vince Catania.  My 
staff, Karen and Martin, put up with a lot over a long period because the pressure on me and my office to serve a 
growing number of constituents was quite immense.  As many may know, the electorate of Swan Hills is 
extremely diverse, including more than 30 suburbs and many different communities of interest that have to be 
served in ways quite independent of each other.  My special thanks go to Karen and Martin for the professional 
way in which they supported me in the office throughout the last term and the campaign period.  Other people I 
would like to acknowledge include Justine, Craig, John, Todd, David, Tony and Megan, who played an 
important role in my being able to continue to represent Swan Hills.  As most members would agree, there are 
often hundreds of people who participate in one way or another to support the re-election of a particular 
candidate or party.  My list is extremely long, consisting of a couple of hundred people who lent their time, effort 
and resources to me in one way or another.  I express my gratitude to all of them.  I would love to mention all of 
them, but I will not do what Ted Cunningham used to do, because I would probably then go over time!  Just 
briefly, I thank people like Philippa, Megan, Jeff, Carolyn, Hannah, Jan-Marie, May, Jude, Lyn, Brian, Di, 
Christina, Debbie, Brian, Duncan and the whole team from all around my electorate, from Ellenbrook, 
Bullsbrook, Wooroloo and Darlington.  People came from all around the electorate, along with friends with 
whom I went to university, family friends and so forth.  I express my deep gratitude to all those people.  The 
election campaign period is physically, mentally and emotionally draining for not only the candidate but also all 
concerned.  The great challenge this presents makes being here and representing the communities in my 
electorate an immense privilege.  

On reflecting on my inaugural speech of 2001, it was interesting to wonder exactly where all the time had gone.  
I muddled through on a day-to-day basis, taking up and responding to issues, and before I knew it four years had 
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passed, and I wonder where it all went.  It makes a nice little check list to consider a few of the matters I noted at 
the end of my inaugural speech in 2001.  To my surprise, I have been able to tick off most of them, so I am quite 
happy about that.  The quality of the electricity supply in my electorate was something that I mentioned at that 
time.  I will not say that that issue is completely resolved, but I acknowledge the support I received from the 
former Minister for Energy to make some improvements in the quality and reliability of the electricity supply in 
Swan Hills.  Some areas of my electorate that have been the beneficiaries of infrastructure improvements such as 
aerial bundled cabling have noticed a marked improvement in their electricity supply, and I look forward to 
continuing to work with the new Minister for Energy.  The infrastructure needs of Swan Hills, which is a large 
outer metropolitan electorate, are great.  I will continue to pressure the Minister for Energy and Western Power 
to make sure Swan Hills receives its fair share of resources to make sure that families and small businesses, and 
all electricity consumers, get the quality product we are all paying for.  

On the subject of taxis, I am aware that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure introduced a scheme during 
the last term of government to increase the availability of taxis to the outer metropolitan area, which is a good 
achievement of the Gallop Labor government.  I am not sure whether the traffic problems on Brockmill Avenue, 
which I referred to in my inaugural speech, still exist, because the new member for Bassendean has taken 20 per 
cent of my electorate, including Beechboro, so he will have to continue pursuing that matter.  The North-Eastern 
Hills Settlement Pattern Plan has been finalised and resolved.  We now have toilets at Upper Swan  Primary 
School, which I am very pleased about, particularly as it is the centenary of that primary school this year, and a 
big ball is planned.  It will be quite an occasion, so it is nice to have the new cluster block as a special 
celebration of an important milestone for that school.  We have stopped the logging in the Wellbucket water 
catchment area, and the issue of the Swan Valley Planning Act, which was an ongoing problem, has been 
brought to resolution.  An amendment bill was introduced during our previous term, and the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure will seek to reintroduce that legislation to make sure that the Swan Valley is 
protected from broad-spread urbanisation so that the rural and semirural lifestyle pursuits that people in the Swan 
Valley enjoy so much can continue.   

Police services in Bullsbrook have certainly improved by virtue of the introduction of the new dedicated 24/7 
police patrol for Ellenbrook, Bullsbrook and the surrounding areas.  We were fortunate enough, with the support 
of the local police, including the superintendent, and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to secure 
extra officers for the Swan police district to make sure that a number of officers could be allocated to a dedicated 
patrol in the northern part of the electorate.  This will provide a much faster response rate to incidents that occur 
in those areas.   

I mentioned road safety in Red Hill four years ago, and some progress has been made there over that time.  
During the election campaign the Premier committed $2.5 million towards building more overtaking lanes on 
Toodyay Road, especially at Red Hill.  The money is urgently needed to improve the safety of that road, which 
carries a lot of heavy haulage traffic.  More overtaking lanes are not the answer to the problems; they are merely 
a step in the process.  Ultimately, we need proper investment by the federal government into what is known as 
the orange route, or the Perth-Adelaide National Highway, which is estimated to cost between $100 million and 
$200 million.  It will be a significant amount, but, put simply, the current constructions of Toodyay Road and 
Great Eastern Highway cannot take the amount and the mix of traffic that presently use those major roads.  The 
federal government must step up to the plate to fund that important part of the national highway to ensure the 
improvement of road safety for both haulage and passenger vehicles.  I will continue to work on that.  
Four years ago I also referred to water flow in Cookes Brook.  We have not quite got to the bottom of that issue; 
however, after a long, slow process we have at least learnt the difference between a hose and a siphon pipe!  That 
took some investigation.  Sometimes these issues are ongoing, but significant progress has been made.  Some of 
the new staff in the Department of Environment are working extremely closely with the local community in and 
around Gidgegannup to ensure we can protect our water flows.  The redevelopment of the Mundaring Weir 
precinct is ongoing.  The National Trust deserves credit for the important role it is playing in that project.  
That was a snapshot reflection of what has happened in my electorate over the past four years.  I am particularly 
excited about the investment we have made and will make in education in Swan Hills over the next term of 
government.  The Premier said that education and training will be the centrepiece of the second term of the 
Gallop Labor government, and it will be the centrepiece of what we achieve in the Swan Hills electorate during 
this term of government.  Some of our primary school buildings have simply worn out and it is time to upgrade 
them.  It is very pleasing for me as the local member to have worked with the local community, the parents and 
citizens associations and other members of the school community to lobby the minister to provide the funding 
needed to improve some of the dire existing facilities.  An example of that that is dear to my heart is the library 
centre at the Sawyers Valley Primary School, which is nearly a million years old I am sure!  It is located some 
distance from the main centre of the school.  That is simply not acceptable in modern times given the need for 
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computer infrastructure and access to a range of educational resources for students and teachers.  The $375 000 
investment to provide proper library and information technology systems to that school is a fantastic step 
forward and will make a great difference to that small hills school.  
Another project that this house has heard much about in the past four years is the Ellenbrook secondary college.  
It was a great privilege for me to attend the second visions workshop that the Department of Education and 
Training organised so that we could work through exactly what sort of public high school we want for the future.  
It is great to be in a room with not only the officers from the Department of Education and Training but also 
members of the City of Swan, developers, Ellenbrook management, planners and architects - everybody who has 
a stake in the high school.  It is very exciting to consider what it will mean for the rapidly growing Ellenbrook 
community.  Such a significant new community facility in the area is unique, and planning is proceeding 
extremely well.  At this stage it looks as though it will open on target in 2007.  Importantly, we are getting a lot 
of cooperation from other agencies to build on the facilities that the school will offer.  For example, the City of 
Swan has committed an additional $4.5 million towards a joint community library facility at the Ellenbrook 
secondary college.  Rather than build a library for the community in one area and another library for the school, 
we are combining resources to make sure that the biggest and best facility is built for everyone to use and at the 
same time we are building and growing the community rather than segregating it, which is really important in 
new and developing areas.  
I will be working on a whole list of issues over the next term, such as road construction and road safety, 
education, the environment, planning and water resources.  The list goes on and on.  An electorate as diverse as 
mine, with forests and agricultural and urban belts, places many competing demands on my time.  I hope to 
successfully prioritise all the tasks that need to be undertaken and to work with the community groups to make 
sure we get the very best outcomes for my area.   
It was a real privilege for me after I was re-elected on 26 February to be met with great enthusiasm from 
members of the community.  In the past couple of weeks people have come to talk to me about the new ideas and 
new projects we can develop together in the local area.  They are broad reaching and include preventive health 
strategies, youth services in the hills, mountain bike facilities, a program for women in business and a waste 
management and recycling program.  When we run for Parliament we do not anticipate the breadth of issues in 
which we will participate as members.  All those issues are interesting and it is a privilege to work with people 
who are so passionate about all of them.  There are many different ways we can achieve the results we need to 
improve our community, to provide more and better facilities and to develop a strong and cohesive community.  
It is very exciting.  I am very appreciative of the support extended to me by the electors in Swan Hills and I am 
privileged to be here again. 
I am not still 24, despite the fact that that is often reported.  People forget that every year we get older.  I was 29 
on the 29th of this month.  I remain energetic and enthusiastic about the big job that constitutes the electorate of 
Swan Hills and am very much looking forward to continuing to work with the community and to fulfil all the 
commitments made during the election campaign for infrastructure and capital investment in Swan Hills.  I will 
also continue to be proactive with on-the-ground issues that make a real difference; for example, during the last 
term of government we sought to find a new doctor for Ellenbrook.  We cannot always predict issues like that 
will arise, but when they do we can take a proactive approach and make a real difference in the local area.  That 
is what we are all here to do.  That is pretty much why we all run for Parliament and it is a great privilege to be 
here.  

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [4.38 pm]:  I take this opportunity to firstly congratulate the Speaker on 
his re-election as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.  I noted with great interest his comments about this next 
four years being an opportunity for him to further improve the facilities in Parliament for not only members of 
Parliament but also staff.  I congratulate the Speaker and the President for their achievements in the past term 
and look forward to what they will provide in the next four years.  I also congratulate you, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr A.P. O’Gorman), on your re-election and acknowledge the work you do as an Acting Speaker.  Having had 
the opportunity to take on that role in the time I have been in this place, I appreciate that it is a great opportunity 
to understand the parliamentary processes, to adjudicate over often unruly members or to just adjudicate and 
experience a position of great privilege.  I am sure you will continue to serve in that role in the professional 
manner in which you have in the past.  I also congratulate all the new members on this side of the house, of 
which there are very many.   

It was interesting to hear members’ personal experiences and how they brought them to Parliament.  These 
members will bring great knowledge and a wealth of life experience to Parliament.  I look forward to working 
with them all, and I am sure they will make a major contribution to the Liberal Party as a whole.  I see a very 
hungry and determined team.  I certainly look forward to working with all members.  Even though the Liberal 
Party is a bit short of female representation, the member for Nedlands and I are two very hardworking female 
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members of this parliamentary team, and I know our male colleagues believe we contribute in a positive way.  I 
thank the Liberal Party for my third endorsement for the seat of Carine and the opportunity to run again at the 
recent state election, particularly with the new boundary, which added almost half a new seat on the old numbers 
in my electorate.  That made me particularly nervous.  I picked up 12 000 new voters who did not know me.  It 
presented an opportunity for me to get out among the new part of the community in the electorate to meet them 
and hear their concerns and issues.  That part of the electorate had a different community interest from other 
areas; that is, there is a divergence of interests between areas towards the southern and northern boundaries.  I 
pick up several new suburbs: Doubleview, Scarborough and Innaloo.  I now pick up all of Gwelup, Karrinyup, 
Trigg and North Beach.  My electorate includes Carine and Duncraig, although I lose part of Duncraig and 
Marmion to my colleague the member for Hillarys.  He can now service those community members who were 
previously in the northern part of my electorate.  As I said, some major changes have been made in the 
electorate.  Certainly the margin is no longer as safe as it once was.  Members can never consider themselves to 
be in a safe seat in politics now.  Things change.  Also, these days people have a higher expectation of their local 
member of Parliament - and so they should.  We are in a position of great privilege.  I feel enormous privilege to 
be standing in this place and commencing my third term.  I hope that over the next four years I will work with 
those new parts of the electorate and build their confidence and trust in me, as I have done with other parts of the 
electorate.  I thank the electorate for showing faith and confidence in me again; I look forward to working with 
electors again.   

The last four years saw one significant change in the electorate, as you would know well, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr A.P. O’Gorman); namely, the closure of the Carine TAFE.  That was a difficult issue for my electorate, and 
we will probably need to work closely on the matter to see what happens to the land when it is sold off to private 
developers and LandCorp.  I understand that you, Mr Acting Speaker, chaired the task force that recommended 
the relocation of the Carine TAFE hospitality centre into the Joondalup site.  I would like to get the opportunity 
to visit that site.  If you have any influence, perhaps you might like to invite me.  I know that students who were 
located at the Carine TAFE are now located at Joondalup and have been provided with state-of-the-art facilities 
to make a major contribution in their future working lives in the hospitality sector, which is an important sector 
for us all.   

Over the past four years I had the opportunity to represent the opposition in the transport and road safety 
portfolios.  I was very fortunate to be presented with that opportunity.  I thank the previous Leader of the 
Opposition for giving me that opportunity when other members would have liked that portfolio responsibility.  It 
certainly armed me with the opportunity to learn a great deal about the state, about our road infrastructure and 
about our public transport system.  Responsibility for the road safety portfolio resulted in my gaining a better 
understanding of the serious issue of road trauma and road deaths in general and how they cost the state dearly.  I 
had the opportunity and great privilege to work with some remarkable people over that time from all walks of 
life.  I consider some of these people to be the salt of the earth.  I refer to school bus operators.  I enjoyed 
working with those people.  I recently wrote to a number of them to outline that I am terribly disappointed that 
we were not able to make some positive change for them.  I felt particularly powerless after the election and 
disappointed that we were not able to assist them with their plight under this government.  Nevertheless, the 
Gallop government is in power.  I accept that the community has voted, and we are in opposition.  Having said 
that, I still enjoyed the opportunity of working with all of the people in that portfolio area: I enjoyed hearing their 
tales about their work, about their lifestyle and the contribution they make to regional and country life and the 
pastoral care they provide to people in country areas.   

As the member for Mandurah knows, it would not be one of my speeches unless I mentioned the Perth-
Mandurah railway.   

Mr D.A. Templeman:  Hear, hear!  Wonderful project!  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Even though I now hold the environment portfolio for the opposition - I will 
come to that due course - I will always have an interest in the Perth-Mandurah railway.  It took a great deal of 
research to keep abreast of the cost, safety and other aspects of the project.  I look forward to the day it opens in 
December 2006, if that is the correct date. 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  You’ll be very welcome on the platform - and on a train as well! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I am hoping that the minister will invite me.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I’m sure she will. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Maybe I will have the opportunity to sit with the minister.  I will be very 
interested in the project, as will all other members on this side of the house.  It is important to have good public 
transport for this state.  I have a great belief that we should encourage more people to use public transport.  I also 
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believe that we need to expand our bus services in the metropolitan region, because not every metropolitan area 
is well serviced by railways.  I am sure the member for Swan Hills concurs that a good bus service is essential 
for local communities.  Like all members, I am sure she would like to see an expansion in bus services.   

I have touched briefly on the people I have worked with, and the great privilege it has been for me.  I have 
worked closely with the Royal Automobile Club, the Local Government Association and many local authorities.  
As I now have responsibility for the environment, I possibly may not have as much contact with these people as 
was the case in the past.  It certainly provided me with a good opportunity to understand the issues that related to 
my portfolio.  It is imperative in ensuring better outcomes with young drivers that we have good driver training 
centres.  This government should give serious consideration to the matter.  As I have said in this place before, I 
have two sons aged almost 23 and 17 years, and both of them went through different systems of licensing; 
therefore, I have first-hand experience in this matter, and I believe the graduated driver training program is a 
better system by which young people learn how to drive.  My younger son Carl was able to obtain his learner’s 
permit at 16 years of age.  He was unable to get his licence until he turned 17 years of age, so he was behind the 
wheel of a vehicle for at least 12 months, which gave him greater opportunity and experience behind the wheel 
of a car and enabled him to do more motoring hours.  My older son had only three months experience.  I believe 
that my younger son is a better driver, although I am sure they would argue the toss over that one.  I believe that 
good driver training for young people should be encouraged.  I had the opportunity of visiting Bunbury to see 
what happens there in some of the local schools.  I believe that education and driver training must begin in our 
high school system.  I would certainly encourage the government to expand what is happening in the south west 
to see that we do it in other parts of regional Western Australia as well.  It would be a great outcome. 

I also take the opportunity to acknowledge a few people who were involved in my election campaign.  Probably 
the most important person I should thank is my electorate officer, Jan Graham.  I believe we could all talk about 
our electorate officers and what they do for us, how they manage us and the commitment they give to us.  I am 
sure my position is no different from that of any other member in this place, but I would like to pay a special 
tribute to my electorate officer, Jan Graham.  She is a remarkable, incredibly loyal human being, who would 
almost give her right arm if I were to ask for it, although I would not.  She kept me sane during my campaign at 
times when I was often most insane.  I thank my long-suffering staff, Jan Graham and Genvieve Lyon, for the 
support they gave me during a difficult election campaign.  I appreciate the fact that they are still with me.  Jan 
has worked with me for almost seven years and Genvieve has worked for me for about the same length of time.  
I would like to think that they will be with me for the long haul.  I would like to think that I am in this place 
representing my community for the long haul as well.  However, as I have said, no-one can take political life or 
electorates for granted.  We constantly need to stay in touch with them.  I have certainly built long-standing 
connections with my local schools, churches and community organisations in general.  

I want to touch on something that the member for Wagin spoke about when he was talking about health and 
preventive measures for health.  Over the past six months I have spent quite a bit of time trying to improve my 
level of fitness.  The exercise I have taken over the past six months has made me mentally more alert.  The 
benefits to me as a human being have been great.  My cholesterol levels are down and I feel fitter and healthier.  
I would encourage any member in this place to take up using the gym.  I am putting in a plug.   
Mr P.B. Watson:  I was the one who encouraged you to go walking.  I used to take you walking to Kings Park.  
Mr M.P. Murray:  We have heard about you! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  We did walk up to Kings Park together.  I also walked with the Minister for 
Community Development to Kings Park.  It is really important that we members exercise.  In this place 
especially we work long hours and often do not think about our personal needs and health.  I encourage members 
to give serious consideration to participating in a bit of physical activity.  It really gives the best benefits.  I 
concur with what the member for Wagin was saying when he spoke of preventive medicine.  The health budget 
would certainly be improved if we could encourage people to change their diet and if physical exercise was a 
higher priority.   
Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I will do it if you help me. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I will meet the member for Peel in the gym. 
Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I cannot refuse. 
Mr J.R. Quigley:  There are no bells in the gym. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  There are bells in the gym.  I will meet the member for Peel in the gym during 
one lunch hour, and we will see what happens. 
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I was talking earlier about my long-suffering staff who keep me sane.  I want to take up a couple of other issues, 
one of which was dealt with earlier today.  I raised the issue of some of our information technology in the 
chamber.  Most members are starting to use their laptops.  I spoke to Rolf Goff from IT about the fact that the 
wiring in the chamber is, in my view, quite deadly and dangerous.  I almost tripped up the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition on a couple of occasions yesterday when he was trying to get past me.  The width between the seats 
and the benches is not great.  I certainly want to acknowledge the promptness with which staff came to my aid 
today and talked about doing something in the interim to try to prevent accidents in this place.  May I advise 
members, as I was advised today, that at the end of the year, all being well, this chamber will be airconditioned.  
Will that not be fantastic?  

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  I will believe it when I see it!  I have heard that many times. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The Speaker did say that he would be working towards that over the next 
session.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Are you also able to organise the removal from the ceiling of the Copperart by the sea? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. O’Gorman), I will not make any comment on that.  
As I understand it, the IT wiring will be under the floor.  In the course of that process IT staff will also be 
looking at how they can better wire and configure our laptops for us.  More members are using the technology.  
One has only to look around the chamber to see the number of members who are using their laptops.  What a 
wonderful resource at our fingertips it is for all of us.  I would like to thank the Clerks and IT staff for their quick 
response.  As I said to them today, I am sure that now that they will be doing something for me, every other 
member in this place will be seeking some changes for themselves. 

With those few comments, I conclude my remarks by once again congratulating all new members in this place.  I 
look forward to working with them and wish them well over the next four years. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 
 


